
 
 
August 24, 2021 
 
As School Board President and Superintendent of the Stanwood-Camano School District, we 
want to provide clear information and expectations for the opening of school on September 2nd.  
First and foremost, we are focused on the fact that our schools are open 5 full days a week.  As 
a reminder, Wednesdays are late-start days, please check your school’s website for arrival 
times.  Welcoming students back to our campuses is a celebration for our entire community.   
We are committed to doing everything necessary to ensure our doors remain open to students 
and staff.   
 
Part of the requirement for all public, private and charter schools to reopen is to ensure that a 
variety of safety measures are in place.  Such measures include social distancing, cleaning 
protocols, reporting cases of COVID, close contact and potential exposures.  We have a legal 
requirement to ensure that our staff, students and the broader community are as safe from 
possible exposure to COVID-19 as possible.   
 
The most prominent safety measure is that of mask wearing.  We recognize that there are 
varying opinions about the effectiveness of mask wearing/face coverings, and the need for it in 
schools.  We will require mask wearing for all staff and students, regardless of vaccination 
status, because  indoor mask wearing is currently a statewide mandate.  This means that masks 
are required to be worn in places such as: 

● Public indoor spaces  
● Restaurants  
● Grocery stores 
● Malls  
● Public-facing offices 
● K-12 schools, public and private 

 
Students that arrive at school without masks will be offered a mask.  Students that refuse to 
wear a mask will be directed to school administration who will, in turn, work directly with families 
to ensure that students and families comply with the mask mandate.  As of the date of this 
message, there are times when students will NOT be required to wear masks on campus.  
When students are engaged in outdoor activities, they may be without masks, regardless of 
vaccination status.  We are encouraging schools to consider ways to maximize outdoor spaces 
for learning.  
 
As noted previously in the Secretary of Health’s Mask Order, face coverings should NOT be 
worn by:  

● Those under 2 years of age.   
● People with a medical condition, mental health condition, developmental or cognitive 

condition, or disability that prevents wearing a face covering. This includes, but is not 
limited to, people with a medical condition for whom wearing a face covering could 
obstruct breathing or who are unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise unable to 
remove a face covering without assistance.  

● Those who are deaf or hard of hearing, and those who provide their instruction and use 
facial and mouth movements as part of communication. 

 
As requirements change, we will adjust our protocols and expectations as well.  We will 
continue to focus our efforts on providing our students with high-quality learning experiences.  



We honor the privilege it is to educate the children in our community and are committed to 
ensuring students are in an engaging and safe learning environment. 
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